
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Carmuirs News 
August 2014 

 
Captains Comments 
Voucher Scheme 
From 16th June – 27th July we have taken in 291 visitors under the scheme. Without 

exception all have been extremely impressed with the presentation of the course and the 

favourable weather has no doubt helped us immensely. The scheme ends in 3 weeks and David 

is actively involved in contacting everyone who visited us with an invite to the Open Day on 

24th August to follow up with discussions re membership. 

 

Customer Feedback / Suggestions 
We are still compiling information from visitors and would encourage members to help us by 

issuing forms to guests they invite to the club. Forms are available in the clubhouse and the 

shop. In particular we are keen to hear about anything that people think we could improve 

upon as we continue to strive to raise the standing of the Golf Club. 

 

Golf Items for Sale 
As a result of a suggestion form submitted by one of our members we are proposing to offer 

members the means to advertise golfing related sale items from the shop. Our initial 

proposal is to photograph (or have photos submitted) of all sale items and display them along 

with all relevant details in a folder within the shop (similar to lost property). Please be aware 

that it is not practicable to store any items in the shop. 



 

 

Greenkeepers Medal 
Saturday 9th August sees the above Medal being held where all entry monies go to the 

Greens staff by way of a thank you for their continued dedication to presenting a fantastic 

course.  

This year we are also running a special raffle to augment monies raised and give all our 

members, not just those playing in the Medal, the opportunity to show their appreciation. 

There will be a collection box with raffle tickets on the bar and in the golf shop. Any 

donations will be gratefully received and would respectfully suggest a minimum price of 

£1/strip. The draw will take place in the clubhouse on Sunday 24th August at the conclusion 

of the Open Day. 

Prizes will be on display in the golf shop. 

 

Our Starters 
As we move into the final third of the summer, Council, and I am sure all our playing 

members, would like to say a big thank you to the  team in the shop for making sure that we 

have functioned as a proper golf club after the necessary cut backs implemented last year. 

All our medals have run extremely smoothly, the interface with members and visitors alike 

has been carried out with true professionalism and the increased numbers on the course are 

testament to their hard work.  

HOWEVER at times we have been overstretched, particularly during holiday periods. So with 

an eye on next year it would be unpractical if not a bit selfish to expect the same small team 

to carry all the burden. 

If anyone would be interested next season (April-Sept.) in giving us 1 half day in the week 

why not see the guys in the shop and arrange to come in and double up this year to find out 

what is involved.  During the playing season we aim to remain open 8am-6pm Mon-Frid, 7am-

4pm Sat and 8am-4pm Sun. That equates to 15 half shifts (we double up Sat am.) Currently 

we have 7 people managing the rota, with a couple only available for 1 shift, so you can see 

the challenges facing us particularly when holidays or illness set in. 

Please give this your serious consideration. 

 

Our Bar Staff 
Similarly our members who have held the clubhouse together have to be thanked by 

everyone. Whilst it is easier to bring in casual staff to fulfil periods where we have no-one 

available it all comes at a cost and again I would request that for next year more of our 

membership become involved and join the current team. Jackie has done a fantastic job, 

sometimes under challenging circumstances, and is only too willing to assist anyone who may 

be a bit nervous about working behind the bar, to gain some experience this year under her 

supervision. 

Hamish Rodger 

Captain. 
 



 

 

Open Day - August 
Members will be aware of the challenges facing Scottish Golf with members clubs coming 

under continuing economic pressure. The SGU advised that on current trends, the current 

600 Scottish Clubs would fall to only 500 in the next 10 years if the trend is allowed to 

continue. 

We at Carmuirs are no different in that we must take action now to ensure that our Club 

continues to prosper and provide top quality golf and facilities to our members. Whilst we 

have seen new members generate c£17,000 since the start of the year, we do need to 

attract many more members for the good of the Club and the game of golf. Our Council has a 

plan and this is working however, part of that plan is to increase membership, which in turn 

will help to keep our fees for existing members as low as possible. 

In August we are planning an Open day and the embryonic plans will include offering a 

Membership Package that offers from the end of August through until December 2015 for a 

set price, to be determined. This strategy will offer, a longer package which contains two 

winters but one that will give the new members time to develop some loyalty to us. It is 

appropriate to remind everyone that last winter we only lost 2 days to the weather and that 

our course held up better than others nearby.  

Without doubt the most effective way of recruiting new members is for existing members 

to shout our praises and we believe with the course, catering, friendly membership and 

reflected glory from the above stories members should be pleased to let everyone know 

what good Club we have here at Carmuirs.  

Please start to encourage your friends to play here and perhaps, join or rejoin, watching out 

for the offer that will be available at the end of August.  

 
If anyone feels they are in a position to assist in the pro shop to ease the burden of 

the current small group your help would be greatly appreciated. Ideally one shift a 

week for 4 to 5 hours would help immensely. 

 

The Harpet Trophy 

In the  51st year of this competition between Bathgate and Falkirk the latest match ended in 

a tie therefore Falkirk  retained the Trophy. We now have both the Bathgate Harpet and 

the Lanark Gibson Trophies in our cabinet….a hard act to follow next year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
R.M. Dickson Open Greensomes Trophy 

SUNDAY 13TH JULY 2014 

     Gross  H’cap Nett  
Winners of the R.M. Dickson Trophy     

 Lindsey Sabin  Falkirk GC       Wallace Aitken Falkirk GC 77 9.8 67.2 

Scratch Winners:       

 Louise MacGregor Glenbervie GC Edward Shannley Linlithgow GC 72 0.2 71.8 

H’cap Winners:       

2ND  Josephine Binnie Dullator GC David Cowan Turnhhouse GC 85 13.8 71.2 

3RD  Theresa Dorman Wishaw GC Paul Dorman Wishaw GC 89 17 72 

Sponsored Prizewinners: 

Sponsored by: 

 

  

Hardie of Larbert Nearest the Pin – 5th Josephine Binnie      Dullator GC 

John Walton FGC Nearest the Pin – 7th William McLenaghan  Hollandbush GC 

Hardie of Larbert Nearest the Pin – 11th Robert Poag           Renfrew GC 

Rae Callander Nearest the Pin – 13th Lesley MacNeill       Pumpherston GC 

Hardie of Larbert  Nearest the Pin – 16th Robert Cox            Falkirk GC 

James Strang Ltd Longest Drive at 17th – 

(Gents)  

James Muir           Braehead GC 

James Strang Ltd Longest Drive at 18th – 

(Ladies)  

Lindsey Sabin         Falkirk GC 

FGC “Ladies Section” Lowest Number of Putts Aileen & Gordon Jenkins     FGC 

Rae would like to personally thank all the people who sponsored prizes, the greenkeeping staff, 

Jacqui in the bar, the catering staff, ‘starter’ Bill Clark and Peter Bryans Vice Captain for his work 

in the shop ensuring that all entrants were checked in on time. 

Thanks also to all FGC members who took part in the competition. All visitors to the course 

thoroughly enjoyed their day and thought the course was in excellent condition. 

All entrants participated in the 2’s: Louise MaccGregor & Edward Shannley, Josephine Binnie & 

David Cowan, Robert & Margaret Cox and Aileen & Gordon Jenkins won 9 balls per couple. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Ladies    

Ladies Ryder Cup Event 

 31st August 2014 

. 

 
Live draw carried out and see below for the order of play.   

Lovely cuppa and cake for those ladies who came along for the draw and thanks for the 

support. 

  Menu choice sheet for the high tea on the day will be going up shortly. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And 

GOLDEN WEDDING CELEBRATION 
Congrats to Elinor Milne and hubby on their Golden Wedding this year - love from all the 

ladies at FGC. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Juniors       
Falkirk Golf Club Junior Open 2014. 

 

Our Junior Open yesterday was played 

in fantastic weather. A massive thank 

you especially to the junior visitors who 

came along and supported our competition. 

Congratulations to our very own Stuart Murray who 

won the scratch for the 2nd year in a row with an 

excellent gross 71 and to another Falkirk Golf Club 

Young Golfer Euan Simpson who played the game of 

his life with a brilliant 74 adjusted nett 59 (all 

White Tee Young Golfers had 1 added to their 

hcaps due to the difference in standard scratch between white and yellow tees). 

Good to see 2 of our Summer Trip Squad 2nd and 3rd in the Handicap - well done Ian and 

Cameron. 

 

Prizewinners - Scratch 

             1st Stuart Murray  

             2nd Gregor McEwan 

             3rd Shaun Lynch 

Prizewinners - Handicap 

             1st Euan Simpson  

             2nd Ian Williamson  

             3rd Cameron Potter 
Ryder Cup Summer Camp - Inverclyde.  
12 of our Juniors are looking forward to a fantastic 3 days away at Invercylde National 

Sports Training Centre - playing golf at Largs (Day 1), ferry over to play Millport (Day 2) 

finishing off with a round at West Kilbride (Day 3) with a powerboat ride on the Isle of 

Cumbrae and BBQ on Day 2 thrown in for good measure.  

The Falkirk Golf Club Junior Ryder Cup players will be competing against each other during 

this camp sharpening their skills for their Junior Ryder Cup which is being held on the 

10th/11th Aug. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Publication of ‘The Falkirk Golf Club – An Interesting Story’ 
Final Request 
Work is near completion in the writing of the above and it is hoped a final draft will be ready 

soon. If any member feels that they have some interesting anecdotes or older photos / 

clippings and have not spoken with me please pop into the shop and have a word or contact 

me on 07743329537.  

John Bennett 

 

Calling our New Members  
Our coaching sessions have halted during the main holiday 

period (July/August). I am however keen to arrange another 

couple during September/October as well as a Texas 

Scramble with a possible date being Sunday 31st August 

10:00 - 10:30. 

Would anyone interested please contact me to register their 

interest in taking part. As previously the intention is to meet 

up afterwards in the clubhouse for snacks and 

refreshments.   

I would also ask those members who may have joined in the 

past few months and who wish to meet others and have some 

fun into the bargain to give this their consideration. 

John Bennett 

07743329537 

johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk 

 
NEWS NEWS NEWS 

 

 

Willie Inglis has ticked one off his bucket list….a hole in 

one at the 11th..watched by an admiring crowd of 5 

onlookers, 2 of whom are regular partners  who were 

actually quite astonished also as they know he is normally 

doing exceptionally well to get a green in one !! 

 

 

 

Golfing Quotes 
The older I get, the better I used to be. …..Lee Trevino 



 

 

 

Greenkeepers Gossip 
We welcome the latest addition to our green keeping staff, Euan Cuthbert, our Falkirk 

Council Assisted Apprentice. He’s in good hands to be trained in the skills of green keeping 

and has our last Apprentice, Craig, as a model (except for driving skills and sense of humour 

says Matt, pot and kettle comes straight to mind !!!!).  

We are also pleased to see Gary back after his recent sickie, although he is due to go back 

into hospital shortly....we wish him well. 

 

Our Social Scene 
The Clubhouse was rocking on the 19th July when Alan Walker put on an  

excellent tribute to Michael Buble...and many others!! Almost 90  

members and guests attended the evening and it was heart-warming to see  

the Club full again with everyone enjoying themselves! 

 

 Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday 27th September: By popular demand, the return of the ever 

young CHRISTIAN! The next cabaret night is also sure to be a sell out with "Christian"  

making an overdue and much requested return to the Club. It's on  

Saturday 27th September so put it in your diaries and book your places  

as quickly as possible by leaving your names behind the bar! £10 per  

person with a £5 deposit on booking. 

 

 Sunday 19th October: A Charity afternoon on behalf of Strathcarron 

Hospice. This is something completely new to the Club where we will have 4 top Scottish 

acts appearing (details to follow) and all the proceeds after expenses will be donated to our 

local hospice. This is sure to be a tremendous afternoon which we hope will raise lots of 

money for the hospice and will be well supported by members and their guests. 

 

Saturday 15th November: Gary Moir in "the Big Yin revisited....the ultimate 

Billy Connelly tribute show with all the original 70's songs and carry ons!! Again this is 

something new to the Club and sure to be a really fun evening!! 

  

All the above shows can be booked by leaving your names behind the bar with a deposit of 

£5 per person attending. Each show will be £10 per person. 

 

 



 

 

200 Club  
Weekly draw for prize money currently £100 

£5 per month payable by standing order or cash at £30 for 6 months membership or £60 

for 12 months membership.Forms are available via the website or behind the bar. We are 

licensed by Falkirk District Council under the Small Lotteries Act. 
 

Anyone who wishes to join can sign up through the website or by contacting 
John Bennett on johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01324 716489 or 

Mel Bryce on mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk or phone 01324 718885. 

Open to members, friends, relatives and visitors 

Antonine Course Adult Membership Offer 
A limited number of ADULT Antonine Course Memberships are now available for £120. 

Our Antonine Course is excellent for beginners and offers nine holes over various lengths. 

The course can be challenging with small greens, deep rough in some areas and 

an occasional "slight" breeze to be contended with. 

The course is kept in excellent condition by our greens staff throughout the year -  

 

Catering 
Club Members using their bar card will receive the added bonus of a 10% discount. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre Cabaret Menu 
Served between 5.00 p.m. & 7.00 p.m. 

Starters 

Tomato & Roast Fire Pepper Soup drizzled with 

sour cream 

North Atlantic Prawn Salad bound in a spicy tomato 

mayo on a bed of continental leaves 

Sesame & Garlic Coated Chicken Goujons served 

with ginger & spring onion dipping sauce 

Main Course 

Braised Beef Medallions 

in a creamy pepper sauce 

Chicken with Wild Mushroom Risotto 

with a tomato & coriander salsa 

Piri Piri Salmon Fillet 

served on a bed of Mediterranean cous cous 

Penne Carbonara 

served with garlic bread 

£9.95 

Booking is essential 

Also available to non-Cabaret Diners  

Pre Cabaret Menu 

Served between 5.00 p.m. & 7.00 p.m. 

Hot Filled Rolls 

Fried Egg Roll £1.25 

Sausage, Black Pudding or Haggis £1.45 

Scrambled Egg £1.40 

Bacon £1.55 

Double Decker £2.00 

Golfers Grill 
Bacon, Sausage, Egg, Black Pudding, Haggis, 

Potato Scone, Beans & Toast. Tea or Coffee 

£4.95 

 Snacks 
Snack size Pakora from Main Menu £2.90 

6oz Beef Burger £3.20 

With Chips £4.45 

Add cheese for 20p 

Chips £1.90 

Chips & Cheese £2.40 

Cajun Chicken Ciabatta 

Cajun chicken on a toasted ciabatta with 

lettuce, tomato, mayonnaise & chips £5.50 

T: 01324 611061 Option 2 

mailto:johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk


 

 

Coffee Machine 

We have installed a new Bean 2 Cup coffee machine during July for the benefit of Members. 

The Coffee machine supplies a variety of coffees including café latte, cappuccino, espresso, 

black coffee, café au lait, together with hot chocolate, tea and hot water. The drinks are 

available 24/7 so you may buy a coffee even when the kitchen and bar are closed.  

 

New Kitchen hours BAR CATERING 

MONDAY 9.00 am – 11.00 pm 10.00 am – 03.00 pm 

TUESDAY 9.00 am – 11.00 pm 10.00 am – 03.00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 9.00 am – 11.00 pm 10.00 am – 06.00 pm 

THURSDAY 9.00 am – 11.00 pm 10.00 am – 06.00 pm 

FRIDAY 9.00 am – 12.00 am 10.00 am – 06.00 pm 

SATURDAY 9.00 am – 01.00 am 10.00 am – 07.00 pm 

SUNDAY 9.00 am – 11.00 pm 10.00 am – 07.00 pm 

Please note:  if the club is empty the bar may close before these times. 

 

Falkirk GC Pro Shop 
I would like to thank all members who have supported the golf shop throughout the 2014 

season and hopefully you have found everything you are looking for at very competitive 

prices. Please remember to email me with any of your golfing needs and I will be happy to 

quote and supply. Many of you are playing exceptional golf and building up a tidy sum in your 

shop account and if I can ask, can you please make sure you come in and check what you have 

and use the monies for any new equipment in the shop or towards anything you would like me 

to order for you. I would ask that everyone can use their account money by the end of 2014 

if possible.  

Tip of the Month 
Not a technical tip this month but a suggestion on your equipment. It is essential that you 

should be using the correct equipment and golf ball to suit your game. If you have any 

queries on this topic please email me at stewartrussellpro@yahoo.co.uk and I will be happy to 

give some free advice on what should suit you best. Many people think they are not good 

enough to worry about this, but it is even more important to help you improve having the 

right equipment. Always ensure that you are fitted properly if ever purchasing new clubs, a 

service that we provide free of charge with Callaway and Wilson. Titleist is also available at 

a small charge.  

Good luck for the rest of the season. 
 

Stewart Russell PGA Pro 

 

 



 

 

Alan Sellstrom 

Plumber & Heating 

Engineer 

mobile: 077741 72459 

e-mail: asellstrom@sky.com 

 

  

Our Affiliated Professional … Stewart Craig 
 

You can contact Stewart by email at stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com or at Forth View Golf Range 

Remember, Members are entitled to a discount at Forthview Golf Range. 

 

Bilyana Golf  
Watch this space for sponsored medals/events by Bilyana Golf experts in golfing holidays in Turkey. We are 

proud to be associated with Steve from Bilyana who has given a commitment for this season with hopefully a 

follow on in the future. Look out for their promotional literature in the clubhouse.” 
 

Play a James Braid Golf Club course. 
List of participating clubs with offers and information on taking advantage of them are on the notice board and 

website.  If anyone would like the full list emailed to them, please contact the Club Manager. 

Thanks to all our Sponsors 
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Sponsorship Packages are still available & can be tailored to suit the individual’s 

requirements, please contact The General Manager for details. 

This is what our Tee Sponsors will get 


