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The Carmuirs News 
June 2013 

 

General Manager’s Update 
How quickly the time is passing and as I write the sun is shining, the course looks fantastic 

and our patience is being rewarded after a difficult winter for all golfers. 

 

In the Club House a new Team has been assembled and we very pleased to announce the appointment of a great 

new team to front the bar and catering services to members. 

 

Karen MacAulay has taken on the Catering Franchise and is already receiving great reviews about her food and 

menu. Karen prides herself on using quality ingredients and this is certainly reflected in the taste. Members 

will notice a few changes in the prices, some of which are lower than previously and others which are not. 

However I would urge all members to sample the fare and to be prepared to enjoy their meal. Once you have 

experienced the new menu I am confident that you will return again and be pleased by the value and quality of 

the food being served. Karen has a strong golf Club background having previously been at Grangemouth GC for 

10 years she and will continue to operate at Linlithgow GC.  She is supported by her family and chef, Gary.  It is 

also pleasing to confirm that both Jade & Emma have been retained as they are well thought of by our 

members. Karen is available for catering for functions so please spread the word that Falkirk GC is proud to be 

open for business. 

 

A new Bar Supervisor, Jackie Greig, has been appointed and will lead the team at the bar. Jackie will continue 

to be supported by Lisa, Nicole and Clair. Jackie faced a baptism of fire when a busy and enjoyable night was 

had at the Robert MacIntosh evening. Well done to Billy Crozier who put on a great night which was open to all 

members on a free entry basis. 

 

Our new Social Golf Booking system is now in place and if any members are unsure of any aspect of its usage 

than please do not hesitate to call by and see me and I will be happy to demonstrate if required. As I write we 

are in the final testing stages to go ahead with the facilities to take payment over the internet from Visitors & 

Visiting Parties which will complement the current Social Golf booking system. 

 

Look out for a mid-term meeting which is being considered for the end of July where a “Meet the Manager” 

and “Question & Answer” session will be held to give members a chance to discover how the Club is facing up to 

the challenges  facing all Clubs in 2013. 
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Correspondence has been received from a number of members that the practice area is not being used as 

required by the notices from green staff and simple golfing common sense is not being used.  Therefore would 

all members please respect the signs and use the mats at the bottom end of the practice ground, to protect 

that area. Whilst divots can be replaced, the recovery time required for the grass to regrow and become 

secure does not permit the intensity of usage that we are seeing. Overuse will result in a very poor area and we 

will all suffer. Sadly some members have also been seen chipping off the lower green which again causes 

damage and a feeling of disbelief amongst other members. I simply request, as a fellow golfer, that we all 

respect the course so that everyone can enjoy the facilities as our Green Keepers intend and golfers expect. 

 

We are fast approaching the Gents Club Championship and will need Referees for the week commencing 10th 

June. Would any volunteers please contact the General Manager as soon as possible? 

We also would be extremely grateful to any member has the skills to build / fabricate a replacement lookout 

platform for the 1st yellow tee as the previous set has now bitten the dust. If any member can help please get 

in touch in the first instance with either Matt Thomson, myself or Hamish Rodger. 

Can I thank all those members who supported and played in the quickly arranged Texas Scramble this month 

and congratulations to Team Bryson on their win.  A chip in at the last secured victory by 0.1 of a shot – the 

tightest margin in golf. 

 

Finally as I continue to read in all golf magazines and reports from other Clubs, the majority of clubs are having 

to deal with the legacy of the very adverse conditions of last year which caused a loss of income from green 

fees and declining membership. I would urge all members to persuade a friend to join us at Falkirk GC to help 

to take our Club forward. Just a reminder of the benefits and reasons for joining our Club:- 

Reasons to join Falkirk Golf Club 

1. Friendly Falkirk welcomes new golfers and members to their Club & Golf Course, set in a parkland 

area with views of the hills across the Forth 

2. FGC is a fair and challenging course that will test the best of golfers yet is not too long to be 

difficult for learners. Feature holes include the Par 5, 8th where birdies & eagles can be made, 

whilst the Par 3, 13th at over 200 yards uphill offers a very different test.  Some prefer the 19th! 

3. Access to obtaining a handicap that will enable you to play in all Club Competitions together with 

“Open” & “Invitations” to other courses. Competitions are held every week in the season from Major 

Comp’s, Medals and Fun Comp’s for all. 

4. Our Caterer, Karen MacAulay, provides excellent bar meals for the golfer after playing together 

with catering for functions. Karen’s High Teas are always a popular choice.  Karen & FGC are happy 

to welcome friends and family of members  to dine in the Club House 

5. We have Ladies, Junior and Full Membership sections that all provide great social facilities to meet 

new friends. 

6. Our Professional Golfer, Stewart Craig, can give you lessons to improve your game and stocks an 

excellent range of clothes and equipment at very competitive prices.  Stewart is an International 

Class teacher and his pupils include golfers at the highest level. 

7. Our function room is used for Wedding Receptions, Celebration Birthdays and is open to members 

and visitors alike. Members can hire the room free of charge. 

8. The best value for money golf in Falkirk at the friendliest Club (in our humble opinion). 

To join, simply fill in an Application Form, which is available on our website.  www.falkirkgolfclub.co.uk 

 or at the Club. 

 

p.s. did we say NO ENTRANCE FEE? 

 
 

http://www.falkirkgolfclub.co.uk/
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More Success for Louise 
Louise MacGregor won her 4th County Championship in a row on 10th May, winning 

against Mhairi Hall 8&6 in the Final held at Glenbervie Golf Course. Louise played 

brilliantly throughout and was level par when the match finished despite playing 

in wet and windy conditions. 

  

Louise played fantastic golf throughout the whole Championship - in every other 

round she was 1 under par when the matches finished. 

 

And even more 

Another great week’s golf played by Louise MacGregor reaching the last 8 in the 

Scottish Ladies Championship which was held at Longniddry Golf Course. 

 

Louise lost her quarter final tie but once again proved how good a golfer she is by 

defeating the No.1 qualifier and seed Jessica Meek on the 19th hole in the previous 

round, Louise being 3 down 5 to play at one stage. 

 

The Wee Course 
We are planning to change the name of the Wee Course and have asked our juniors to suggest names as a 

competition.  

 The Council has asked that we open this up to the members to vote for their favourite from the following:  

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To vote please follow the link http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/T9SWZJ7  

  

We will follow this up with a launch of the new name, a new adult wee course membership and a junior/senior 

competition or order of merit league in the next Newsletter.  

Open Mixed Greensomes - R. M. Dickson Trophy - 

28th July 2013 
This new trophy has been donated by Robert’s niece and lady member, Rae Callander. Robert unfortunately had 

to give up his membership due to ill-health and this trophy is in recognition of his time and work within the 

Club. Robert was a member of Falkirk Golf Club for over 60 years and many members will remember him as a 

past Captain, Match & Handicap Convenor and Social Convenor. Robert was also actively involved as a starter 

for the Ladies and Mixed Open events for many years. Full details are on the web site. Don’t forget to invite 

your friends from local golf courses to enjoy the new challenges. 

 

 

 

1. Antonine Course 

2. Bairns Course 

3. Fort Course 

4. The Bryson 

5. The Centurion 

6. The Ballesteros 

7. The Rougue 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/T9SWZJ7
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Don’t miss out on a great golfing weekend at the end 

of June. 

Why not bring some friends to enjoy your Club & 

Course? 
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GreenKeepers report 
 

As we write the weather has been changeable to put it mildly, but on the whole it is still cold for the time of 

year. The course is probably some four weeks behind in growth and appearance.   

 

Although the weather has not been kind, conditions are improving, especially on the greens. The new drainage 

that has been installed is, already being tested more often than we would like, but is working none the less. The 

disruption to the surface around the ditches is starting to heal, and will, in due course, totally blend in. 

 

The staff are now wholly engaged on the cutting and upkeep regime, with the occasional sojourn into drain 

digging when water decides, for no apparent reason, to surge to the surface as at the rear of the eighth green. 

We cannot compliment the guys enough for their dedication and commitment over what has been a very 

demanding year, 

 

Matt’s team is having a competition...catch the phantom pitch mark maker. He or she is out there somewhere, 

as we know everyone else repairs their own pitch marks, DON’T YOU. So Matt and Co are keen to find out who 

this mystery person is. Matt is prepared to award a genuine gold plated pitch mark fork to anyone who spots 

the person responsible, or in Matt’s words the *!%&*@~er, even though Matt may have to take out a pay day 

loan from members to procure it. He hasn’t explained what he will do with the pitch mark fork before handing 

it over, but the greens pitting culprit had better beware! 

Ladies           

 
               

   

. 

 
   

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

Seniors       
        
The Seniors Open was a great day, the weather was fantastic. Everyone that played really enjoyed 

the day. The comments about the course were really good with everyone saying the greens were the 

best they had played on. Please find the attached winners. 

4 in a row for Louise 
The ladies section at Falkirk Golf Club would like to congratulate Louise MacGregor on 

winning the County Championship for the 4th time in a row.  Louise played great golf 

throughout under difficult conditions so well done Louise. 

 

Captains Prize - Thursday 9th May 2013 

 
Well done to Sheila Dixon who won the Captain's Prize this year with a 76, beating 

Margaret Fotheringham on the inward half.  Sheila was delighted with her prize and 

thanks to the ladies who came back for the wee prize giving on the night. 

 

Happy 21st to Gillian Ping from all the ladies.   

 

And Good Luck to everyone in the Club Championship Qualifying rounds 
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  Name Club Gross H/Cap Net 

‘A’ Class 1st Net J. Kucharski Falkirk 82 15 67 

2nd Net G. Ferguson Kenmore 85 13 72 

3rd Net B Thain Bathgate 83 11 72 

Scratch J. Aman Grangemouth 72 3 69 

‘B’ Class 1st Net W.Aitken Falkirk 79 10 69 

2nd Net R. Challinor Falkirk 82 13 69 

3rd Net R. Campbell Kenmore 87 16 71 

Scratch W. O’Neil Kirkaldy 74 4 70 

’C’ Class 1st Net R. Spinelli Bishopbriggs 83 13 70 

2nd Net A.Young Falkirk 95 24 71 

3rd Net E.Shaw Falkirk Tryst 85 13 72 

Scratch R. Russell Airdrie 77 6 71 

Winner of the Jack Inglis Rose Bowl  J. Kucharski 

             Winner of the Falkirk Dan Ross Cup   W. Aitken 

   Winner of the Falkirk Powakaddy Cup  D. Brown 

 

Our Senior’s league team has played two games to date, with a win and a loss. We will not mention the 5-1 

thrashing by Dunblane but we will talk about the 5-1 win against Buchanan Castle, and the same result against 

Newbattle. We’re on a roll!! 

 

Juniors    

  
The Juniors are in the middle of their Championship at the moment with Scratch and Handicap 

knockouts being played on the Wee Course, Blue Course and Big Course.   

The Finals will be played along with the Gents and Ladies Championship Finals on Saturday 15th 

June 2013. 

  

Our Junior Section now has 3 category 1 golfers namely Stuart Irving, Stuart Murray and Jamie Simpson, 2 

other Juniors Gregor McEwan and David Burt are both single figure handicappers with a few other Juniors on 

the verge of progressing to Junior/Senior Status. 

  

12 Juniors who played through the Winter in our Wee Course Competitions are looking forward to our annual 

trip to Gleneagles which is taking place on Sunday 9th June. Our Juniors will receive a basket of balls to 

practice at the Gleneagles Academy followed by a round of golf on the excellent Par 3 Course and the day ends 

with a group coaching session with the Gleneagles PGA Professionals. 

 

Junior Team golf will also be beginning with Wilson Trophy and the Ellis Shield (which our Juniors have won 

over the past 2 years. We have one scratch team and two handicap teams entered in the competitions. 

 Playing Lessons from Junior Convener Steven Lytham and Junior Match Secretary Allan Bryson are now being 

offered on our Wee Course and Blue Course for a £5 donation to our Junior Section. The lessons will include 

rules, etiquette and basic coaching e.g. marking a scorecard, marking your ball on the green, moving your 

marker, pace of play, alignment, grip and ball position. 

 

 

 

 



Page 7 

 

 

200 Club News Sponsored Medals 
 
Ladies Day 14th May 
1st Prize – Heather Todd  12 months membership 200 Club 

2nd Prize – Margaret Cox   4 months membership 200 Club 

3rd Prize - Lindsey Sabin  £10 to shop account 

2’s Margaret Fotheringham   2 months membership 200 Club 

 

Gents Day 18th May 
Scratch Strokeplay Championship Winner 

Steven Campbell 6 months membership 200 Club 

 

Handicap Competition      Cancelled due to inclement weather 

Although the cancellation of the main competition was a great disappointment to us all we nevertheless had 

a very sociable afternoon with all who ventured on to the course 

 

50/50 Challenge to existing 200 Club members resulted in: 

40 winners of a free drink of their choice with 27 losers 

New Members  13 people signed up for full membership 

Temporary Members 9 people took advantage of the 5 week trial for £5 and 8 managed to double this 

to 10 weeks (unlucky Stewart). 

 

The Handicap Competition will now be re-arranged (hopefully early June) where we will play for the prizes 

on offer. These are: 

Top 3 in each of A, B and C Class 

Overall medal winner 

2’s (as per competition rules) 

50/50 challenge 

 
Anyone who wishes to join can sign up through the website or by contacting 

John Bennett on johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01324 716489 or 

Mel Bryce on mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk or phone 01324 718885 / mobile 07803897981 . 

Open to members, friends, relatives and visitors 
 

 

Play a James Braid Golf Club course. 
List of participating clubs with offers and information on taking advantage of them are on the notice board and 

website.  If anyone would like the full list emailed to them, please contact the Club Manager. 

 

 

 

mailto:johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk
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Despite the current weather, the summer is fast approaching...! :-) 

This summer Falkirk Golf Club will be hosting a Clubgolf Camp from 1-5 July, 10am-2pm each day. This is open 

to all age's but generally would suit those Wee Course and Blue Tee golfers 

The camp will include quality coaching from club professional Stewart Craig, fun games & activities throughout 

and an end of week finale Flag Competition event.  

Registration for the Clubgolf Camp is open on, and will be on a first come first served basis only. You will be 

able to follow the link below to registration:  

Only a few spaces remaining...!! 

www.falkirkgolfcamp2013.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

Pro Shop   
 

 Is your equipment holding you back? 

 

Club fitting sessions are the only way to make 

sure you get the club that is right for you, 

Stewart has the leading fitting launch monitor in 

Flightscope and is offering fitting sessions.  
 

 

 

 

 

Come in and see our offers: 

 
You can contact Stewart directly at the Pro-Shop on 01324 612219 

or email at stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com 

Or why not pop into the shop, and see what takes your fancy! 

 

 

 

Remember, Members are entitled to a discount at 

Forthview Golf Range. 

 

 

http://www.falkirkgolfcamp2013.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com
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Social Events 
The Robert McIntosh night on 17th May was a tremendous success with over 90 members and guests in  

attendance.  

 

The next event will be a Club disco on Championship Finals night (Saturday 15th June) which is free to 

everyone!  

 

We are pleased to announce the Gerry Anderson will perform at the Club on 10th August. The night will include 

songs by Elvis, Shirley Bassey, Dean Martin & Roy Orbison amongst others. Ticket prices to be announced.  

 

Keep watching for coming events 
Bilyana Golf  
 
Watch this space for sponsored medals/events by Bilyana Golf experts in golfing holidays in Turkey. We are 

proud to be associated with Steve from Bilyana who has given a commitment for this season with hopefully a 

follow on in the future. Look out for their promotional literature in the clubhouse.” 
 

 

Thanks to all our Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sponsorship Packages are still available & can be tailored to suit the individual’s requirements, 

please contact The General Manager for details. 
 

 


