
 

 

 

 
The Carmuirs News 

 
This is the first issue of the Carmuirs News intended to inform with news, tips and maybe 

even a bit gossip. 

The News will tell you what is happening with our juniors, our seniors and also our really senior 

members. With news of coming events, competition results, reports from the greens team, and 

from our professional Stewart Craig. 

Marketing team launches membership drive  

A selection of members have been volunteered, some actually voluntarily volunteered, to get round a table and 

think of ways to increase membership, increase visitor numbers, get sponsors and corporate support and very 

importantly to retain members in these times of austerity.  

The team feels strongly that communication is a vital first step.  

The Carmuirs News was proposed as a way to inform members about what is happening, keeping our present and 

past members aware of the membership offers available, the events being organised and general news of the 

course and the club. 

Most of all the club wants members to promote the club to friends and neighbours and encourage anyone 

showing an interest in golf to come and join us.  

Falkirk Carmuirs offers good hospitality and catering and an inviting social programme, 

ideally located   and accessible with plenty of parking. The course provides challenging 

golf for all ages and abilities, good practice facilities and a top European Tour 

professional coach on location.  

Tell everyone about us, bring your friends along and welcome new members 

in to the club 

Special Membership Offers 

Special membership rates for 23 to 30’s, free golf for juniors on the Wee Course if parents are full members, 

free coaching session for new members, special new member competition. No joining fee and bar vouchers to 

value of £50 to full members who introduce a new member.  

The full list of membership fees and offers is on our web site at 

www.falkirkgolfclub.co.uk. 

Do you want to improve our club house?   

As a result of last year’s member’s survey a group is being set up to improve and develop the club house 

facilities. If you want to contribute please contact Bill Crozier and join the group. 



 

Carmuirs is even greener 
Matt Thomson is in shock after having to cut the greens at the course in January. The first time he has had to 

undertake this task in his 35 year career as a green keeper. 

An in house “tea brewing” system to produce organic 

fertilizer rather than use organic alternatives has 

recently been introduced. This is achieved by a mixture of on-site 

soils and bottled bacteria which creates a spray of natural 

organisms that is used to treat the greens. Matt is more than 

pleased with the results which he has noted has prevented any new 

incidence of turf disease and in fact disease scars that were 

previously present have, against convention, started to heal.  

If only golfers would repair pitch marks he’d be happy…...ish !   

Otherwise the tasks are drainage, drainage, drainage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Oh, and trees !!       Damage to the drainage at the 18th caused a by fallen tree. 
 

 

Good News -:- Several trees has fallen victim to the recent gales 

 

Bad News -:- Not enough for many members liking and not at the  

                locations we wanted to lose them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Centralised Database of Handicaps to be introduced 
 

This season will see the introduction of the centralised database of Handicaps for golf clubs and their 

members in Scotland and Wales. This will provide a wide and vitally important range of benefits to golf club 

members, clubs and their administrators and governing bodies. 

The main benefits for members are: 

 Access to their exact and playing handicap online  

 Once all golf clubs are actively participating, the requirement for player’s to return away score 

information to their ‘home’ golf club will be removed 

 Full annual playing record readily available to all players 

 Current handicap position available to all players on central server 

 Players can access and print individual updated handicap certificates online (worldwide) using their 

unique ID number 

 Personalised ‘Scottish Golf/Welsh Golf’ member card, facilitating easy access/reference  to CDH 

The CDH will be introduced by the beginning of the season and information on how to register will follow in the 

coming months. 

Annual Review of Members handicaps 
 

In line with CONGU rules, all members’ handicaps will be reviewed before the beginning of the new playing 

season. The handicaps of all players are reviewed based on the scores from the previous season.  A computer 

generated report is produced designed to examine the records of all players who are handicapped by the club 

and identify players who appear, from their performance over the year, to have a handicap that 

represents/does not represent their current playing ability and, therefore, potentially require a handicap 

adjustment. 

Once the 2012 software is loaded onto the computer system the Match Secretary will carry out the above 

review and any handicap adjustments will be posted on the Notice Board/Website.    

New - Autumn Play –Off Medals 

 Eagle-eyed members will have noticed on their fixture lists the introduction of a series of new medals 

in 2012 called “The Autumn Play- Off Medals” which will be played throughout September culminating the 

Autumn Play- Off Final on 6th October 2012. 

 

This “Play - Off Final” will replace the Saturday Medal Final as, over the years, the number of “qualifying” 

medals for the Medal Final has drastically diminished and therefore giving fewer members the opportunity of 

winning this competition.  

The Autumn Play off Medals will give more players the chance of success and will run as follows: 

 Order of Merit points will be awarded to the top 15 players in each category (Scratch, A Class, B Class 

& C Class) each week. 

 15 points will be awarded for 1st place, 14 points for 2nd and so on.  

 Order of Merit point will accumulate, on a weekly basis,  after each Play off medal. 

 The Play off Final Medal will attract double merit points, e.g. 30 points for 1st, 28 for 2nd and so on. 

This giving more players the chance to win. 

 The players with the highest number of merit points in each category over the full series of Play off 

Medals will receive a Prize at prize giving.  

 The player with the highest number of points overall will win J.G.Kelly Trophy and will receive this at 

Prize giving. 

 



The next winter social event on the calendar is the QUIZ NIGHT on        

Thursday 9 February - 7.00 for 7.30 in the clubhouse.  

Entry donation is £2 
 

Please feel free to bring along any friends, relations etc. as this is usually a fun night with 

topics to suit all ages and interests 

HOME BAKING          is required so if you can bring along some that would be much   

appreciated 

We have one of the leading junior sections in the Central Belt and several junior 

internationals have come from our club, both boys and girls. The club was recently the 

host of all Stirlingshire Golf Championships, including team and individual events.  

 

Led by Allan Bryson, Junior Convenor, a great deal of time and effort goes into the 

running of the coaching and development of our junior members. Allan says that to see 

the enjoyment of the youngsters is well worth it. 

 

 

Gents   

 

 

 

 

Ladies     

 

 

 
 

 

 

Seniors       

 

 

 

 

 

Our juniors hope for another impressive season  

 

 

 

 

 

The season is approaching fast It’s time to start sharpening your game. 

Don’t forget our Seniors Open is on 8th May - entry fee £8 

The Central and Lothian Senior Golf league season is just round the corner. 

 Any senior interested in playing is invited to join us. 

The first match is in April so just watch the notice board. 

The format is 4 ball better ball and we play home and away against West Linton, 

Newbattle, Ratho, Buchanan Castle, Stirling, Tryst and Dunblane. 

 

 

 



 

 

Stewart has ways to improve your game 
 

Stewart Craig stocks a wide selection of equipment in the Pro Shop. His 

advice and knowledge is invaluable when choosing a new set of clubs, and 

whether you are new to the game or simply trying to improve your skills, both 

individual and class lessons are available. 

Whether it's a complete re-build of your game, the correction of annoying 

problems or an entry level programme for a beginner we will advise you on the 

right programme and approach. 

He aims to understand where your game is and where you'd like it to be before 

embarking on a coaching programme. Beginners receive the same level of tuition as the most experienced and 

high achieving professional. 

He is offering a winter coaching special. 

2 No ½ hour lessons + 2 No 1 hour lessons + one 9 hole on-course lesson all for £150    

You can contact Stewart directly at the Pro-Shop on 01324 612219  

or email at stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com 

Or why not pop into the shop, and see what takes your fancy! 

 

 

 

 

The 200 club goes international 

The 200 club continues to generate good income for the club and membership has increased over the 

winter to 113, The 200 club have just signed up their first international member all the way from 

New Zealand.  

 January 2012 Winners  Current prize £70 

5th January    Jannette Williamson (129)  

12th January    Pamela McLean (130)   

19th January      Graham Winton (184) 

26th January    Bradley McLernon (127) 
 

Membership only £5 per month 
Anyone who wishes to join can sign up through the website or by contacting  

John Bennett on johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk or  

Mel Bryce on mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk or mobile 07803897981 . 
 

Open to members, friends, relative and visitors 

The more members the higher the prize money 

mailto:stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com
mailto:johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk


 

 

 

Don’t miss the coming social events 

 10th February 2012  
Golf Club Member David Jones has put together a world class cast for a Burns Supper 

at the Club on 10th February 2012. Featuring "Jock the Box" one of the world's best 

accordionists, who has performed on many occasions with The Stranglers, world Class 

Pipe Major Duncan McKinnon as well as some of the very best Burns speakers on the 

circuit.  

 

At only £30 which includes a three course meal this is one night which really should not 

be missed!  

 

Tickets on sale at the bar - get in early as this will definitely be a sell out! 

 

 

Friday 24th February 2012 
 
Two legends of Falkirk Golf Club have been lined up to speak at the 2012 Gents 

Annual Dinner being held on Friday 24th February in the Club House.  

Tartan Tour top all time money winner, with over 120 wins to his credit, Colin Gillies, 

who has a long association with Falkirk Golf Club will be supported by Brian Inglis, 

pact club champion and captain, on a night to remember at the club.  

There is bound to be many funny stories, some of which may be very close to home, 

as well as tall tales of golfing exploits around the world and on tour.  

This is normally a sold out event so get in early to guarantee your place. 

 

Friday 9th March 2012 
 

Johnny Lee Memphis, the outright winner of the World's Best Elvis will be making a 

welcome return to Falkirk Golf Club on Friday 9th March.  

This was an outstanding gig last year and Elvis had the club rocking to all of the 

classics and is sure to be a sell-out once again.  

 

Tickets are on sale at the bar for only £10 including a sandwich buffet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


