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The Carmuirs News 
April 2013 

Captain v Vice Captain 
 

 

The season started on Saturday 30th March 2013 with the sun shining (even if the 

temperature barely rose above 4degrees!) 

An eager crowd of Carmuirs best gathered behind 2013 Club Captain, Hamish 

Rodgers. No pressure as he struck the first shot of the season. No surprise (if you 

believe that), right down the middle and we’re off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Farewell. 
 The recent AGM brought to an end my 2 year period as Captain of the Club and, although challenging to say 

the least, I have enjoyed my time at the helm. 

I have overseen some of the most far reaching changes to happen to the Club in many years not least of which 

have been the drainage works on the course and the appointment of the Club's first ever General Manager. It 

certainly would not have been possible to initiate these changes without the help of many people to whom I 

would like to express my sincere thanks. I would also like to thank all the members who have supported me 

during my time in Office. 

 I would like to wish the new Club Captain, Mr Hamish Rodger, my very best wishes for the coming year and 

would ask all members to give him the same support as that afforded to me. Wishing everyone at the Club all 

the very best for the future. 

Bill Crozier 

We would like to express our thanks to Bill for his contribution to 

our club. 
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Welcome to our new Club Captain Hamish Rodger. 
 

I am honoured & privileged to Captain Falkirk Golf Club for the forthcoming 

season & look forward to the challenges ahead.  

As Club Captain it is a pleasure to welcome our existing members back for another 

season & an especially warm welcome to our new members for their first season, I 

trust you will enjoy your golf at Falkirk & will find something of interest in the 

first Newsletter of the Season.  

Firstly thanks must go to our Past Captain Billy Crozier for the tremendous work 

he has put in over the last two years, well done Billy.  

Thanks also on a personal note, with my Green’s Convenor hat on to Matt Thomson & his greens staff, for their 

hard work over the winter period installing the new drainage systems, bunker alterations & other course 

modifications which I am confident will improve the overall experience of the members & allow play during 

poorer weather conditions.  

My own personal warm welcome to David Robinson our new General Manager who I look forward to working with 

in the forth coming season.  

We were fortunate to have a cold but pleasant day for the Captain vs. Vice Captains day on Saturday past, I 

must apologise to all those members who were willing my first drive either into the trees or to be short of the 

burn; in fact for the first time in about four years I actually found the middle of the 1st fairway as far down 

as I can possibly get, sorry folks!!!!!!!!!  

May I wish all members new & old best wishes for a successful golf season & that you enjoy the facilities & ask 

that you all support the club in any way possible.  

 

Hamish Rodger  

Meet our new General Manager 
 

What a fantastic reception I have received from all the members that I have met so far. A 

heartfelt thanks to everyone who have made me feel so very welcome. “Friendly Falkirk” is 

certainly living up to its reputation and I am already convinced that this is a move that I and my 

wife, Christine, will enjoy and look back upon with great fondness. 

Surprisingly everyone has said that the Club needs a full time General Manager, so clearly the 

Council has done an excellent job of explaining to members why Falkirk GC is taking this very 

important step to help to move it forward. In these difficult economic times this is a very positive 

step. I can only hope that I can live up to your expectations. 

The challenges set out by your Council in their advert for the position of General Manager were 

very appealing to me and I had no hesitation in accepting their offer to fill the position, despite a 

move away from Preston where I have lived this past 24 years. I also was attracted to a Club that 

has met the challenge head on of dealing with our hideously wet seasons and rainfall by creating 

and implementing a drainage plan. This is a demonstration of the determination to succeed that is 

needed today to sustain a successful Golf Club. 

The reasons behind my enthusiasm are that the position gives me the opportunity to bring together my sporting 

passion for golf and also to use my business skills on a daily basis, to help create a more successful Golf Club 

here at Falkirk. I do enjoy playing and working hard. 

Prior to coming to Falkirk GC, I had been the Manager of Fishwick Hall Golf Club in Preston for over 2 years 

and have been a member of the Golf Club Managers Association which has given me a greater understanding of 

the many problems facing our industry and some of the solutions available to Golf Clubs as they struggle to 

meet the demands of today’s golfers; which are becoming more demanding and rightly so. 

Prior to entering a career in Golf Management, I spent over 30 years in Commercial Banking and specialised in 

lending to mid corporate businesses. During that time I managed many businesses across a broad spectrum of 
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industries and bring these valuable experiences to my new role. I also had the honour of creating a Commercial 

Banking Centre in Liverpool, during the 1990’s which in itself was a business with 32 employees generating a 

profit of over £4m p.a. (when Banks made money!) 

I mention the word business a few times because I believe that today a Members Golf Club needs to be 

managed professionally. There are very few Clubs today that can sit comfortably with their operations and 

finances without the need for someone who can manage the delivery of a first class service for its members.  

As a member of a Club you are part of an operation that:- 

 generates an income of over £400,000 

 Employs 5 Green keepers who look after over 130 acres (and I know how hard it is to care for my small 

garden!) 

 Professional Golfers who give coaching and provide a retail shop for you 

 Provides a bar service to generate income and a catering operation to sustain you after your game. 

Add to that the demands of employment legislation, health and safety, customer service, marketing, payroll, 

finance management, planning and it’s extraordinary that a Clubs can operate without a manager. It is a credit 

to your Council that the volunteers that make up the management of the Club have been able to meet all these 

requirements whilst holding down full time jobs. 

Perhaps I have gone on too long about the business, but this genuinely excites me and I get a great deal of 

satisfaction from going about these tasks every day and being satisfied in a job well done. 

I see my new role here as one of making sure that you as a member do not have to worry about the running of 

the Club and can get on with the main task at hand, of having a good time on the golf course and afterwards in 

the Club House. 

As a manager I operate on an open door policy and would be very pleased to see any of you call in at my office 

to discuss any of your concerns but more importantly, to put forward any suggestions that you consider may 

help to move us forward. 

Just to show that I am not all work and so you can know me a little better.  I have been happily married to 

Christine for 30 years and have two children, Cathy and William who are both grown up (even if they 

sometimes don’t act it).  Cathy presented our grandson Freddie 15 months ago so now I get very little 

attention from any one. 

I do play golf but so far have spent too much time in the office to fully enjoy the course here at Falkirk. I 

struggle around off a handicap of 11 and as I age the distance between shots seems to be decreasing whilst 

their count is increasing. I started to play at the age of 13 at Hesketh GC in Southport and have been a 

member at Lancaster GC, Morecambe GC, Chorley GC, Preston GC and Fishwick Hall GC over the years, as my 

work took me to different places. I may be distinctly ordinary as a golfer but I love the challenge of walking 

on to the first tee and hoping to play to my handicap. I’ve seen good golfers and now my limitations.  

Why Falkirk I was asked and I did a quick count and reckon that I have played over 20 courses in Scotland and 

to work in the Home of golf was a no brainer to me. 

Last summer was a great thrill when I arranged for our Club to provide 55 marshals for the Open 

Championship at Royal Lytham and our members got to rub shoulders with great and good of this game we play. 

Obviously as we live outside of Manchester, most readers will have an affinity with Man Utd so I come here as 

a Liverpool supporter and an Englishman prepared to take an awful lot of stick. In the late autumn and early 

winter you may find me watching the NFL as I have been following this game since the early 1980’s and 

understand a little better than Rugby (less said the better – thanks) 

I enjoy skiing and (at the time of writing) having seen the weather here this past few days, this is a skill that 

may be quite useful. 

I have had a truly fantastic first couple of weeks here in Falkirk and look forward to serving you the members 

of what is clearly a great club and to getting to know you all a lot better. 

 

David Robinson 
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New Member Incentive for 2013 Season 
Introduce a new member to the club and you will have the choice of money being added to your bar card or 

receive a discount on your fees for 2014.  

Tee Auction 
Our Annual Tee Auction took place on Friday night & was once again a successful fund raiser; our thanks to Ian 

Murray our Auctioneer & all who took part.  

One time is still available at time of going to print at 10:26 for the minimum reserve price of £30 per space or 

£90 per tee off time, anyone interested should speak to David Robinson the General Manager.  

The 200 Club  
JOINING OFFER 

Free bottle of Sauvignon Blanc 
It is only the equivalent of £1.15 /week 

with a weekly draw for £90/£100 

payable by Standing Order at £5/month 

or 

Cash for 6month/12 month membership 

1st May will be our second full Anniversary and we are grateful to those who have remained with us (despite a 

lack of winnings). We do have a small percentage turnover of members and are always looking for newcomers. 

Please consider inviting relatives, friends, neighbours and colleagues even if you, yourself are not a member. 

Current membership is 155 with a weekly payout of £90 

Our trigger for £100 payout is 158 members 
Anyone who wishes to join can sign up through the website or by contacting 

John Bennett on johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01324 716489 or 

Mel Bryce on mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk or phone 01324 718885 / mobile 07803897981 . 

Open to members, friends, relatives and visitors 

Winter Maintenance Works 
 

 

 
 

 
In the last few weeks some additional drainage tracks have been installed, at the 4th adjacent to the ditch; 

several drains at the 8th ditch; at the 14th near the ditch & at the 15th tee. Winter works are now more or less 

complete for the year apart from the reinstatement/seeding works which are weather dependant. 

However thoughts are already in place for a programme of works for next year!!!!!!!!!  All bunkers are now in 

play, all tees reinstated & the new putting green is in operation. Some greens have been spiked & top dressed 

with the remainder being complete as we speak. The bridge between the 14th green & the 15th tee has been re-

decked to avoid someone taking an early bath. 

 Well done to the greens staff for their efforts in achieving a great result in horrendous conditions during the 

winter period. 

 

 

mailto:johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk
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Ladies           
 

               

   

. 

 
   

 

      

    

 

 

 
 

 

Seniors       
 

        
Entries for our Seniors Open on 7th May are coming in at a steady pace. This year to-date the 68 

year olds and above will be a record entry. We have three playing at the young age of 77 years, 

h/caps a respectable average of 19.  

So it looks like the young ones are in for a golf lesson. 

 

 

Seniors Central 

League Fixtures 
 

 

 
We are looking forward to our first game at Dunblane. If you are over 55yrs retired or in part time 

employment sign up to play eight of the best courses within a twenty mile radius. 

 

 

 

 

16th April Dunblane Away 

14th  May  Buchanan Castle Home 

27th May Newbattle Away 

4th  June West Linton Home 

20th June Falkirk Tryst Away 

16 July Alloa Home 

5th Aug Stirling Away 

20 August Ratho Home 

Ladies Pre-Season Dinner 2013 
With 33 ladies attending this was a lovely evening at the club.   

 

Thanks to the caterers for a superb meal served efficiently and with a 

smile! The ladies section were delighted to welcome David Robinson, the newly 

appointed General Manager and wished him luck in his new appointment. After 

the meal David gave a short speech informing the ladies of his role and 

responsibilities at the club and a bit of background information on 

himself. David thanked the ladies section for inviting him as a guest at their 

dinner and was heartened to see such a sociable group of lady members at the 

club. 

 

Good luck to all our lady and junior girl members for the coming season. 
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Juniors    

 Scottish Golf Awards 2013 

Falkirk Golf Club was one of four finalists in the RBS Junior Club of the Year Awards category, 

presented at the Scottish Golf Awards 2013 held on 1st march at the Glasgow Hilton. 

Two representatives from our club attended the event joined by the three other short-listed 

clubs and guests. "The standard of entries for the RBS Junior Club of the Year Awards was 

exceptionally high and it is a great achievement for your club to be short-listed in the final four. Reading 

through the nominations serves to highlight the fantastic work being done by clubs and facilities delivering the 

ClubGolf programme up and down the country to develop the junior game in Scotland and we are very proud to 

help promote your efforts. The overall winner was Strathendrick. Falkirk won the category of "Best 

Exisitng Junior Facility",  a great achievement.  The awards and prize were presented the event host, BBC 

sports commentator Dougie Donnelly. 

On behalf of ClubGolf and our sponsors RBS, congratulations on being selected as one of our four finalists and 

I look forward to seeing you on the night."  Kate Sheppard, Clubgolf Marketing Executive 

Our  Winter Prizegiving was held on 24th March with once again a full clubhouse celebrating the 

prizewinners who played regularly through the freezing winter conditions. The main Prizewinners received their 

Trophies and Medals from Club Captain Hamish Roger –  

Thomas Henderson(Wee Course Knockout), Scott Heron (Big Course Hcap Knockout), Jamie Simpson (Scratch 

Knockout),  Ben Carberry (Wee Course Order of Merit) , Ross Hollis (Big Course Order of Merit), Marcus Jones 

and Cameron Potter received Wee Course Hole in One Trophy after fantastic shots up on the Wee Course. 

 

Stuart Irving played in the Scottish Golf Academys Winter Series Final at the Jubilee Course, St Andrews 

coming in 2nd place playing against the best young golfers in the country - well done!! 

 Two of our Juniors - Stuart Irving and Jamie Simpson are heading 

to Monifeith Golf Course to represent Falkirk Golf Club in the Scottish 

Boys Championship - we wish them well!! 

 

 

  
 

Two Important Dates for your Calendar 
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Greenkeeping News 
Rumours abound that a certain head green keeper was seen to miss the bridge and drive into the ditch when 

proceeding in the green keeper’s buggy along the 5th. Largely due to his finger pointing no photographic record 

is available, although witnesses collapsing in laughter may have had some contribution to the oversight. The 

source of the rumour cannot be divulged, although a previous club secretary is understood to have made a 

belated but failed attempt to get his mobile out to snap the incident for posterity. 

 

Pedestrian Crossing 
It’s up and we’re crossing. 

 

Play a James Braid Golf Club course. 
List of participating clubs with offers and information on taking advantage of them are on the notice board and 

website.  If anyone would like the full list emailed to them, please contact the Club Manager. 

 

Catering 
Plenty of compliments being received for our new caterers, especially the high teas. 

Come and enjoy the excellent service for yourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 8 

 

 

Pro Shop   

 

 

“What a great weekend we had at Falkirk GC at the end of March 2013. I invited 

Aimpoint Certified fellow golf professional Peter Ledwidge (based in Mallorca) along 

to teach us the worlds No. 1 Green Reading system. In spite of the weather (wind 

chill -5C) all the players loved it. From 12 year old Thomas to club champion Ryan all 

the players were delighted with what they learned. If you are a Club Pro and thinking 

about hosting an Aimpoint Clinic for your members I recommend you get in touch with 

Peter Ledwidge, I will be inviting him back again in the near future” 

 

Stewart Craig – Head Professional 

 

 

 

 Is your equipment holding you back ? 

 

Club fitting sessions are the only way to make sure you get the club that is right 

for you, Stewart has the leading fitting launch monitor in Flightscope and is 

offering fitting sessions.  
 

 

 

Come in and see our offers: 

 
You can contact Stewart 

directly at the Pro-Shop on 

01324 612219 
or email at 

stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com 

Or why not pop into the shop, 

and see what takes your 

fancy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, Members are entitled to a discount at Forthview Golf Range. 

 

mailto:stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com


Page 9 

 

 

Don’t miss out on our social events 

Keep your eye on the notice board for future events 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsors 
 

Thanks to our sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We offer businesses the opportunity to sponsor a hole, with publicity in the form of space on our web site and 

Newsletter. The in house TV display features a virtual tour of the course with promotional opportunities for 

sponsors.  

Anyone interested in sponsoring a hole, or who knows of a business who would be willing to be a sponsor please 

contact the Secretary.  


