
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Carmuirs News 
September/ October 2014 

 
 

Captains Report 
 

I am pleased to report that the proposal to amend the constitution as proposed by your 

Council was carried unanimously at last night’s EGM by the members present. This will now 

allow us to move forward & take advantage of our financial restructuring & maximise our 

potential to make savings in various areas to improve our overall financial position. 

I am pleased to report that Matt Thomson our Head Greenkeeper although due to retire at 

the end of this year has, following discussion, agreed to continue working for a further 

twelve months in which time he will be charged with training/securing a suitable 

replacement.” 

Bar Cards……… Many thanks to those members who have already topped up their cards by the 

£50 requested and initiated by you the members, however there are still a number of 

members who have still to top up……………. 

IS THIS YOU???????????  

This money would obviously assist in our cash flow at a historically difficult time heading 

towards the end of the year.  
You are not too late, any more top ups will be gratefully received over the bar. 

 

 

Hamish Rodger 

Club Captain 

 

 

 



 

 

Hot off the Press 
New Scottish Internationalist Louise Macgregor made her 

debut in Wales at Aberdovy Golf Club in September.  Louise had 

a fantastic week and was well supported during the week by club 

Members Bill Clark and John Bennett. 

Louise had a fantastic experience in the Home Internationals 

winning her first ever match with partner Kate McIntosh on the 

Wednesday morning Foursomes against holders Wales.   

Louise went on to play in 5 out of the 6 matches during the 

three days. 

One of Louise's highlights was holing her 2nd 

shot at the Par 4 2nd hole for eagle against top Irish 

Player Olivia Mehaffey a game that finished 1 up to 

Ireland with Louise lipping out at the final hole for a 

halved match, as this was the last match in the 

competition, it was completed in front of a packed 

clubhouse and green as well as the TV camera’s!  

Highlights are to be shown on the LGU monthly 

update on SKY 

Such was the standard of competition that 10 of the top 20 in the LGU Order of Merit 

played in the tournament 

Well done Louise, what unforgettable experience for you. This will stand you in good stead 

for future events - we wish you well. 

Beth Allen finishes third in the Tenerife Open de España. 
Under the guidance of her Carmuirs coach Bobby Gentles, Beth flourished in Tenerife with a 

sparkling final 2 rounds. The final standings were: 

276 - Connie Chen (RSA)  68 70 69 69 

278 - Carlota Ciganda (ESP)  68 71 70 69 

279 - Beth Allen (USA)  71 73 68 67 

280 - Charley Hull (ENG)  68 71 71 70 

 

That’s an impressive list of golfing talent. 

 

 

Well done Beth 

 

 



 

 

Schools Golf International  at Southport and Ainsdale 

England Boys 10, Scotland Boys 8 
A very close match with our very own Stuart Irving winning his 

Foursomes Match with partner Kieran Cantley 3 & 2 and halving his 

singles match after being 3 down with 3 to play. Well done Stuart - 

fantastic for the club to have one of its Juniors playing in an 

International Match 
 

 

 

 

 
Add to that the fact that Ryan Campbell now has an SGU order of merit placing and is 

playing off a handicap of +2……..superb 

 

 

 
Falkirk Golf Club obviously offers something that can bring the best out of these 

talented youngsters. Maybe it’s the ditches, maybe it’s the trees, or maybe it’s the 

greens, maybe it’s the silky swings of our older golfers!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Ladies 
 

Muthill Match 

What a lovely day 8 of our ladies had at Muthill Golf Club on 18th August for the 

friendly match.  The weather was kind to us and the ladies of Muthill made us feel 

very welcome.  We played a greensomes match and got together for a tasty meal 

afterwards.  Looking forward to inviting these ladies to our course next year for the 

return match. 

 

FGC Ladies Ryder Cup Event 2014 
TEAM EUROPE were victorious in the Ryder Cup 

event at the club on 31 August so hope this is an 

omen for the real Ryder Cup later this month!  Two 

teams of 10 ladies took part in the event and we 

had fun in the sun as the weather was fantastic and 

it was lovely for all lady members to get together 

in this way and just have a sociable time.  

 

Congratulations 
Well done to Louise MacGregor on being picked to play for Scotland in the Home 

Internationals in Wales this month. The Ladies Section would like to wish her good 

luck in her matches and congrats on this great achievement. 

Engraving of Trophies 
Would everyone please bring their trophies back in the next few weeks so that we can 

get them to the engraver and ready for our prizegiving in October.  Please leave them 

behind the bar.  

Craigalbert League Success 
Well done all ladies who participated in the Craigalbert matches this year which has 

resulted in us reaching the final against Tulliallan at Palacerigg.  Good luck to all ladies 

playing for the club in this match being played mid September.  

Upcoming events 
Looking forward to our Prizegiving Dinner on Thursday, 9th October - 7 for 7.30 pm.  

Hope you can all attend our AGM on Thursday, 16th October - 7.30 pm. 

Full Winter Programme of events will be available at the AGM. 

Keep an eye on the Ladies Section part of the club website for all information on 

ladies news etc. 

 

Welcome back to FGC Ladies Section - Louise and Gillian Ping and a warm welcome to 

our new lady member Lindsey Wilson. Hope you all enjoy your golf next season at FGC. 



 

 

 

 

Gents 

 
   Falkirk Golf Club Gents Team 

  

      This season has seen a change in the format for Stirlingshire's Inter Club   

League. Rather than the normal league format agreement was reached to introduce 2 

randomly selected groups with each club playing home and away.  The top 2 clubs from 

each group would qualify to play in a "Finals Day" where a semi final and final would be 

played on the same day. The venue for the Finals Day would be selected on a rotional 

basis with Stirling GC hosting this year's Finals Day on Sunday 7th September. 

 Sponsorship for the league stage was provided by Belhaven and clubs were drawn into 

the Belhaven Best and Belhaven Black leagues. Falkirk were drawn into the "Black" 

league along with Glenbervie, Grangemouth, Bonnybridge and Bridge of Allan. 

 This year's club team has seen the emphasis very much placed on youth. 3 of the 

squad are junior members with several other team players being in their early to mid 

20s. A few "older heads" make up the rest of the squad. 

 Our first match provided a difficult test away to Bonnybridge. The campaign got off 

to the best possible start with an excellent away victory by the narrowest of margins 

4 and a half to 3 and a half. The full points on the night were provided by Ryan 

Campbell, Stuart Irving, Scott Barr and Colin McLure with Sean McAuley claiming the 

vital half point to secure victory. 

 The second match was played at home against Grangemouth. Before the league 

started the perceived wisdom was that Grangemouth and ourselves would contest 2nd 

place therefore giving this game added significance. Our boys performed 

magnificently on the night running out comfortable winners 6-2. Winning points on the 

night were secured by Ryan Campbell, Stuart Irving, Scott Barr, Sean McAuley, Shaun 

Lynch and Kenny Anderson. 

 The next match was a formidable test against current champions and strongest team 

in the league Glenbervie at home. In an extremely tight match we were edged out by 4 

and a half to 3 and a half. The decisive half point to Glenbervie being secured in 

"outrageous" fashion with an up and down from the hazard close to 200 yards out! 

Winning points on the night being secured by Scott Barr and Colin MacGregor. Half 

points were provided by Ryan Campbell, Kenny Anderson and Chris Cox. Chris being the 

unlucky player to have victory snatched from him in above circumstances. 

 Next was the unenviable task of travelling to Bridge of Allan. A depleted team due to 

holidays and "other" commitments, fought out a very creditable halved match 4-4.  

 So depleted was the squad that team selector Ian Murray was forced to dust the 

cobwebs from his clubs and play himself! 

 Winning points on the night were provided by Stuart Irving, Stuart Murray and Ian 



 

 

Murray. With Charlie Lyons and Stuart Haddow securing half points. 

  

Next up was an away trip to Grangemouth. On a wet and windy evening the home 

players adapted better to the difficult conditions running out convincing winners by 5 

and a half points to 2 and a half points. Winning points were provided by Kenny 

Anderson and Scott Barr with Stuart Irving gaining the other half point. 

 At this stage the expected contest between ourselves and Grangemouth for second 

place was extremely close and with our next home match at home to Bonnybridge the 

team knew we could not afford to slip up. 

 The boys responded magnificently with a convincing 6 and a half to 1 and a half 

victory. 

 Charlie Lyons, Ryan Campbell, Sean McAuley, Stuart Murray, Rhys Garrett and Stuart 

Haddow all won their matches convincingly with Colin McLure gaining the other half 

point. 

 One point of note in this match was Rhys Garrett's opponent holing in one at the 

13th. 

 Next up was the daunting task away to Glenbervie. As expected the team lost to a 6-

2 margin. Kenny Anderson was the one victor on the night with Scott Barr, Chris Cox 

gaining half a point each. 

 With one game left things could not have been tighter for second place with 

ourselves and Grangemouth tied in second place on 7 points with Falkirk at home to 

Bridge of Allan and Grangemouth away to Glenbervie.  

 The team won comfortably 6-2 and then faced anxious wait to find out the 

Grangemouth score at Glenbervie. Thankfully, Glenbervie won by 6-2 leaving Falkirk 

alone in second place. Winners on the night against Bridge of Allan were Ryan 

Campbell, Stuart Irving, Sean McAuley, Rhys Garrett, Colin McLure and Stuart 

Haddow. 

 We played the winners of the Belhaven Best League - Falkirk Tryst at Stirling on 

Sunday 7th September but lost and did not progress to the finals in the afternoon. 

 

A huge well done to all players in the team for their effort and commitment. Every 

player has played their part and contributed to the success of reaching the play offs. 

 

Gents Open 
We had a fantastic entry for our Gents Open which was held on 24th August. Darren Hulston 

(Dollar G.C.) won the MacMillan Trophy finishing with an excellent Scratch 67 and Eric 

Cummings (Grangemouth G.C.) won the Mitchell trophy with a brilliant net 64. 

 

On the home front Chris Cox finished 2nd in the scratch with a gross 71 and Colin McLure 

2nd in the Handicap with a nett 68 just in front of Graham Tulley in 3rd who also had a net 

68. Allan Cameron also picked up a prize finishing 5th with a net 70.  



 

 

Juniors       
Young Golfers Section had a fantastic 2 days playing in their Ryder Cup - 

Official Starter with PA System, On-Course Reporters radioing in scores to our 

Live Clubhouse Leaderboard, Latest scores posted on their Facebook Group and 

finished off with a Presentation Dinner - USA won the match 21-18 - great time 

had by all - 51 of our Young Golfers took part.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Falkirk Junior Pathway 
EGTF Professional Stewart Craig and our Junior Match Secretary Allan Bryson are in the 

process of creating a new Junior Development Programme - "The Falkirk Junior Golf 

Pathway".  The Pathway is a complete Graded Golf Skills Development & Activity Programme 

for Juniors from ages 6 offering them a step by step "Path" to club membership and an 

Official CONGU Handicap teaching them everything they need to know about Rules & 

Etiquette along the way 
 

Seniors 
 

 

Our Seniors Captain John Weir wishes to congratulate the winner of the 2014 

Seniors Matchplay Competition……so, congratulations to John Weir. 

 
 

Greenkeepers Comments 
Matt and his team want to thank everyone who supported them at the Greenkeepers Medal.  

 

Golfing Quotes 
A "gimme" can best be defined as an agreement between two golfers, neither of whom can 

putt very well. 

 



 

 

Upcoming Social Events 
 Sunday 19th October: A Charity afternoon on behalf of Strathcarron 

Hospice. Come along to a Sunday afternoon session on Sunday 19th October in aid of  

Strathcarron Hospice. 5 cabaret acts will be appearing between 2pm and 6pm with all net 

proceeds going to Strathcarron. Tickets are £10 per head and you can reserve your places 

by leaving your name behind the bar. There will also be a raffle on the day so come along and 

enjoy something different at the Club, it's sure to be a fantastic afternoon. 

 

Saturday 15th November: Gary Moir in "the Big Yin revisited....the ultimate 

Billy Connelly tribute show with all the original 70's songs and carry ons!! Again this is 

something new to the Club and sure to be a really fun evening!! 

  

All the above shows can be booked by leaving your names behind the bar with a deposit of 

£5 per person attending. Each show will be £10 per person. 

 

200 Club  
Weekly draw for prize money currently £100 

£5 per month payable by standing order or cash at £30 for 6 months membership or £60 

for 12 months membership.Forms are available via the website or behind the bar. We are 

licensed by Falkirk District Council under the Small Lotteries Act. 
 

Anyone who wishes to join can sign up through the website or by contacting 
John Bennett on johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01324 716489 or 

Mel Bryce on mel@mbryce.freeserve.co.uk or phone 01324 718885. 

Open to members, friends, relatives and visitors 

 

Antonine Course Adult Membership Offer 
A limited number of ADULT Antonine Course Memberships are now available for £120. 

Our Antonine Course is excellent for beginners and offers nine holes over various lengths. 

The course can be challenging with small greens, deep rough in some areas and 

an occasional "slight" breeze to be contended with. 

The course is kept in excellent condition by our greens staff throughout the year -  
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WINTER OPENING CORE HOURS  

Bar & Kitchen  
Monday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Tuesday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Wednesday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Thursday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Friday 11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m.  

Saturday 11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m.  

Sunday 11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m.  

We shall be pleased to open the bar outside these hours subject to prior request.  

Bookings for the Dining Room may be made outside these hours subject to a  

minimum party size of 8 persons  

Please also note that the Bar will be open for additional hours when functions are  

held and for Festive Season Events  

The above opening hours will commence on Monday 6th October  

 

Falkirk GC Pro Shop 
I would like to thank all members for your support throughout the season. Hopefully, everyone will be happy with the service you 

have received as I have endeavoured to supply and deliver any orders within a week. I'm sure 

you appreciate it is difficult to know what was required to have in the shop this year but now 

I have had the opportunity to get to know through the orders I have received, I will take 

that into consideration for next year. I can't stock all clubs and all major brands but please 

let me know anything you require and I will be able to get it, providing it is a current product 

line. AND I will always be the best price or worse scenario, price match!!!! 

There are a number of accounts that have credit in the shop and I would appreciate if you 

can contact me with any requests, preferably by email or on 07740 839424 and I will 

endeavour to source the products for you at the best price. Don't forget, your credit can 

also be used against any club repairs like regripping, etc, as winter is the best time to get 

this work done. 

Please also let me know if there are any particular products you would like to see in the shop. 

Once again, thanks again for your support. 

 

Stewart Russell PGA Pro 

 

Our Affiliated Professional … Stewart Craig 
 

You can contact Stewart by email at stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com or at Forth View Golf Range 

Remember, Members are entitled to a discount at Forthview Golf Range. 

 

 

mailto:stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com


 

 

Alan Sellstrom 

Plumber & Heating 

Engineer 

mobile: 077741 72459 

e-mail: asellstrom@sky.com 

 

  

Bilyana Golf  
Watch this space for sponsored medals/events by Bilyana Golf experts in golfing holidays in Turkey. We are 

proud to be associated with Steve from Bilyana who has given a commitment for this season with hopefully a 

follow on in the future. Look out for their promotional literature in the clubhouse.” 
 

Play a James Braid Golf Club course. 
List of participating clubs with offers and information on taking advantage of them are on the notice board and 

website.  If anyone would like the full list emailed to them, please contact the Club Manager. 

 

Thanks to all our Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship Packages are still available & can be tailored to suit the individual’s 

requirements, please contact The General Manager for details. 

mailto:asellstrom@sky.com

