
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Carmuirs News 
End of Season 2014 

 

 

General Manager’s Report 
 

If we did not enjoy ourselves playing golf this year, I doubt we ever will. The weather has been very kind and 

even today we remain on full greens, other than those to which we are currently adding new drainage. This will 

complete our greens programme. 

This has been a year of progress for our Club and we have taken great strides to bring equilibrium to our cash 

flow.  Times remain challenging but after implementing the volunteer programme and completing the 

restructure of the Brewery/Bank Loans, we have improved our cash flow by almost £100,000 p.a. I have no 

doubt that members will wish me to pass on their appreciation to the Council who have worked very hard to 

steer us towards a more stable position. 

That said none of this would have been achieved without the selfless contributions from all of our volunteers 

who have provided a wonderful service in both the Starter’s Office and the Bar. Their efforts are making an 

enormous contribution to the Club and to helping to keep fees to a very competitive level. We cannot do without 

the volunteer programme which is not only saving approximately £50,000 each year but is also generating bar 

profits of a similar amount. I am certain that you have been impressed by the service that they have given and 

the professional manner in which our volunteers have gone about their roles. 

There is no doubt that we cannot afford to be complacent and we urgently require new volunteers to step 

forward in 2015 to share and to spread the responsibility. Would anyone who is able to spare a few hours a 

week please contact me to discuss how they can best help our Club. I believe that our retired members may be 

surprised how much they can help and enjoy themselves by volunteering. 

We have seen some notable golfing achievements this year with both Stuart Irving and Louise MacGregor 

representing Scotland. Congratulations to both of you. 

Whilst we lesser mortals can only dream to achieve those lofty height, the condition of our course this year 

has given us the best opportunity to match their standard of play – well at least for one or two holes each 

round! 

Our course has been in excellent condition and has helped us to hold excellent competitions this year and fully 

enjoy our “bounce games”. I understand that there is no such thing as a “friendly” this far north! 

Our greens continue to be the envy of the area and the work done last year on the 11th, 15th & 16th greens is 

certainly paying dividends this winter. Additionally the new ditch from the 8th to the 1st is certainly working 

well. Improvements can be seen in all areas of the course, with lots of water being removed from our playing 



 

 

areas. Anyone who has memories of past flooding and returns today is in for a pleasant surprise. It is a 

testament to Matt and his team that not only are we on full greens but that we can play from the fairway using 

only preferred lies.  

I have recently had a sneaky peek at a book which John Bennett is putting together and which will be available 

early next year.  This is entitled “Falkirk Golf Club, an interesting history”. I am very much looking forward to 

seeing the finished article and an advance working copy is currently available in the Club House for a 

preliminary read, which I am sure you will be impressed by.  Well done John; your hard work is well worth the 

effort. 

Thanks this year also to Stewart Russell who has provided us with a well-stocked shop and a club repair service.  

There are some of our successful golfers building up handsome account balances on their shop accounts and it 

would be appreciated if they could begin to spend a little and maybe treat themselves for that extra little gift 

for Christmas. 

Subscription renewals were recently issued and members are reminded that whilst these should be paid by the 

end of January, I shall be grateful if those who are keen and able, will pay any time from now on to ease the 

administrative burden at the start of next year. 

I am often asked “What are our Membership Numbers like?” to which I always say that’s not the right 

question. No, I am not a politician, but when the range of Subscriptions falls somewhere between £60 for the 

Antonine Course to £640 for a Full Member, it is the income which matters and our Treasurer reports on that 

each year at the AGM. That said our membership is reasonable, however I would certainly like to see more new 

members and to retain our existing members. Even so we have done well in 2014 and 74 new members of all 

categories have joined us here at Falkirk Golf Club. 

To that end my thanks to John Bennett who has worked closely with me and enthusiastically. Last year we 

formed a “New Members Committee” whose remit is to ensure new members get the maximum value from our 

Club when joining. John has led this with great gusto and has helped new members to obtain handicaps, explain 

basic rules, how to enter competitions and make tee bookings. Importantly he has introduced them to other 

new members to help break the ice and make it easier to arrange games. Please be confident that when you 

introduce a new member they will be well looked after as John will contact each one to make certain that they 

enjoy their golfing experience as a member of our Club. 

There is much to look forward to in 2015 at Falkirk Golf Club where great golf and good company can be 

assured. There is no doubt that Jackie and her team together with Karen and her catering team would be 

pleased to see you in the Club House after your round where you can relax and wind down after 18 holes in the 

company of friends. 

There is no doubt that we have a good Club here and I would encourage everyone to use all of the facilities to 

get the best value from their membership. 

Whilst we have many good friends here at the Club this year we have lost a few who have sadly passed away. 

We shall miss and remember Derek Letham, Stuart Denovan and Alan Dick. 

2015 will see a change in the Guard and I would like to wish both Sheila Dixon our new Ladies Captain and Peter 

Bryans our Captain Elect good luck. It has been a joy to work with Hamish Rodger and Heather Todd since I 

arrived and would thank them both for their support and to congratulate them in the manner they have led the 

golfers here at Falkirk GC. 

Finally I would like to thank all those who have helped me this year and worked hard to take our Club forward. 

May I take this opportunity to wish all our Members a Merry Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous New Year. 

 

David Robinson 

General Manager 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fees 
It would be greatly appreciated if members could pay their fees at the earliest opportunity & at latest by the 

due date.  

The Council will be in attendance on Sunday 18th of January 2015 from 12.00 till 15.00 for the convenience of 

any member wishing to pay on the day.  

Further information is contained along with the fee notice which should already be in you possession. If you 

have not yet received a fee notice please contact our General Manager at the earliest possible time for a copy. 

May I take this opportunity to thank every member in advance for their continued support & wish you a Merry 

Christmas & a Happy, Healthy & Prosperous 2015. 

 

 

Winter Maintenance Update 
Our winter maintenance programme is well under way with the following tasks being complete or well under way 

at time of writing. 

 Drainage works on the 3rd & 5th greens being finalised & due to the mild weather the turf is “taking” 

well which is encouraging for the start of the new season. 

 Building up the banks & extending the pond adjacent to the 17th green complete apart from some 

seeding. 

 Again many of the proposed bunkers at time of writing are complete, apart from the new sand being 

installed. 

 All greens and some wet areas of fairways have been spiked to aerate the ground & promote drainage. 

 Many trees are in the process of being thinned/trimmed to improve sight lines & playability. At this 

point my thanks to Tam Paton for his continued assistance in this area. 

We are continually fighting disease on the greens due to the mild weather experienced, this problem however 

is not helped by members constantly failing to repair their pitch marks which in turn instigates the disease. I 

would therefore ask all members repair their own mark & at least one other. 

The course in general is relatively dry in comparison to previous years, & this I am sure is a direct result of the 

open ditches installed in the previous winter programmes.  

Kind regards 

Hamish Rodger 
Club Captain and Greens Convenor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Publication of ‘The Story of Falkirk Golf Club’ 
Where we currently are 

 The draft is now complete and has been reviewed by several people. 

 The material will be handed over to the Typesetter within the next couple of weeks to begin the task 

of transferring the content to a ‘book’ format in preparation for final editing and proof reading. Due to 

the number of photographs included this task may take longer than anticipated. 

 Funding to facilitate the costs associated with this work and subsequent printing and binding is actively 

being sought and to date a number of businesses have contributed with an advert within the book. In 

addition several golf clubs in the area have likewise supported us by agreeing to purchase a copy, all of 

which helps with the total cost. 

 Some of our own members have pre-ordered a copy and my thanks for this. It is difficult at the 

moment to give a definitive price per copy as this will be dependent on the final funding achieved. Prices 

quoted are at the top end and it is hoped that these will come down. The club will not be receiving any 

income as all monies raised will go to offsetting the production costs. 

 Talks have been held with the printer/book-binder and some ideas for how it will look have been 

discussed. 

Springtime is the target for having copies available.  

 

 

Our Captain Hamish had “another” Hole 

in One 

 Hamish Rodger surprised his playing partners on Saturday at the 

5th with a crisply struck iron over the flag then back-spinning 

straight into the hole, a great shot from the winter mat onto the 

beautifully presented winter green (well he is the green convener as 

well), unclear who was more shocked Hamish or his partners.  He did 

claim this was not his first ace but failed to recall where or when 

the first occurred. 

 He was slightly despondent to realise that as this was not a competition his Hole in One insurance could not be 

used to finance the wild celebrations in the clubhouse after the round (straight Black coffee!). 

 Congratulations to Hamish. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Ladies 
 

Beetle Drive 
A lovely evening of fun and chat with around 35 ladies attending and well done to Margaret Tough 

who was the "Beetle" winner! Booby prize went to Nan Provan from the Tryst GC and most artistic drawing 

prize went to our Lady Captain's grandson Jack. 

Thanks to all ladies who helped on the night by bringing home baking, crafty stuff and working behind the 

scenes to make this night a success.  

 

Interclub Event 
All our Lady Golfers are invited to our next Interclub Event.  Falkirk ladies have enjoyed hosting this annual 

event since 2013 which allows ladies from all local clubs to meet socially and learn a bit more about the great 

game of golf! 

This year we are delighted to present Stewart Russell, PGA Director of Golf at East Renfrewshire Golf 

Club.  Stewart has had a very successful career as PGA Assistant Professional at Hilton Park GC and PGA Head 

Professional at Greenock GC before his present position. Highlights of his golfing career include being the 

Scottish Under 25s Championship Runner-up, several top 10 finishes in the TartanTour and currently holds the 

course record at Gleddoch GC – 63 (9 under)! 

 

Stewart also organises and hosts the Pink Ribbon Ball & 

Friends of the Beatson/Darlinda’s Charity Pro Am raising 

over £200,000 and is also the biggest ladies clothing 

retailer in Central Scotland. 

 

As well as Stewart’s presentation, he will also be bringing 

along some sale rails of ladies clothing and accessories all 

at 50% discount at least together with some reduced 

winter clothing.  Hopefully you will bag a bargain on the 

night!  A sweet and savoury buffet with tea and coffee will 

be provided - included in the ticket price which is still set 

at £5 and  drinks will be available at the bar.  There will be 

a raffle drawn on the evening, so hope you are feeling 

lucky!  Good ticket price for an hour’s golf coaching, tasty supper and catch-up chat with fellow lady golfers! 

 

If you and other members would like to attend our event, please contact our Event Co-ordinator, Heather 

Todd, preferably by email – heathergtodd@hotmail.co.uk. Or on her mobile – 07807157382 OR enter your name 

on the entry sheet on the locker room notice board.  As places are limited to 70 please book early. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Juniors       
.  

Young Golfers Prizegiving 
 

160 of our Young Golfers, Family & Friends attended the Young Golfers Prizegiving at the 

Dobbie Hall - a celebration of another fantastic golf season. 

Main Prizewinners were - Adam Brickell (Antonine Course Order of Merit Winner) - 

Connor Grant (Blue Course Order of Merit Winner) - Fraser Gardiner (Big Course Order of Merit Winner) and 

Stuart Irving received the Special Achievement Award for another outstanding golf season. 

 

Pictured are the USA Young Golfers Ryder Cup winning team 

receiving the trophy from Europe Captain Aaron Beattie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Stableford - Derek Letham Trophy 
 

Our Winter Stableford is well underway with November being particularly good on the weather front allowing 

good attendances each week. 

 

We have made a slight change this year by creating 2 leagues - one for hcaps 0-14 and one for 15-28 which 

appears to be increasing the interest in the leagues and giving more members the opportunity to win prizes. 

 

The top 5 in each league will receive prizes following our Finals Day at the end of March. 

 

Greenkeepers Comments 
We’re off our trolleys…this is not the opinion of Matt about our members but recognition 

that we can no longer drive buggies on the course …..winter’s here. 

And: 

Use your mat or tee up when on the fairway or move into the semi rough.  

 

 

Golfing Quotes 
If the following foursome is pressing you, wave them through….…then speed up. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Upcoming Social Events 
 

 

 
 

 
CHILDRENS XMAS PARTY 

SUNDAY 14th  DECEMBER 
From 3pm to 5pm 

Members Children and Grandchildren, 

aged between 3 & 7 years are welcome to attend 

 Father Christmas will be our special guest 

Please add your child’s name and age to the notice in Main Lounge, before Sunday 7th 

December 

 

 

 

 
Saturday 20th December is the Club's Xmas Dinner/Disco. 3 course meal (the menu is on the website) 

and disco with our resident DJ Andy Reid. £20 per ticket. 7pm till 12.30am 

   

Wednesday 31st December: Join us at the Club and bring in the New Year with our executive 

buffet/disco. Dance into 2015 with our resident DJ  Andy Reid. Tickets £20 per head. 7.30pm till late. 

   

Tickets for both the above events are extremely limited so book NOW to avoid disappointment. Just contact 

the bar to reserve tickets. 

   

Thursday 1st January 2015: Come down to the Club for a party afternoon of disco and Karaoke with 

resident DJ Andy Reid. Free entry so come early!!! The event is between 1pm and 6pm. 

   

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS: DATES FOR YOUR DIARY. 

   

Friday 6th February 2015: It's the Club's annual Burns Supper. This is always an extremely popular 

event so reserve your tickets now at the bar. 

   

Friday 6th March 2015: Annual Gents Dinner: This year the speakers are John Gilligan and Stuart Smith, 

both well kent and respected faces on the after dinner circuit.  

BOOK EARLY AT THE BAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 



 

 

200 Club  
On behalf of the Council of the Club a massive thank-you to all our 200 Club members for their continued 

support throughout the year. Some, believe it or not, don’t even complain when their number fails to be picked 

from the bag!! 

Total winnings for the year = £5,500 

Total income to Club funds = £5164.10 

There are still places available for anyone who wishes to join AND membership is not restricted to members of 

the Golf Club. 

 
Weekly draw for prize money currently £100 

£5 per month payable by standing order or cash at £30 for 6 months membership or £60 for 12 months 

membership.Forms are available via the website or behind the bar. We are licensed by Falkirk District Council 

under the Small Lotteries Act. 

 

Anyone who wishes to join can sign up through the website or by contacting 
John Bennett on johnzbennett@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01324 716489  

 

Open to members, friends, relatives and visitors 

Antonine Course Adult Membership Offer 
A limited number of ADULT Antonine Course Memberships are now available for £120. Our Antonine Course is 

excellent for beginners and offers nine holes over various lengths. The course can be challenging with small 

greens, deep rough in some areas and an occasional "slight" breeze to be contended with. 

The course is kept in excellent condition by our greens staff throughout the year -  

 

WINTER OPENING CORE HOURS  

Bar & Kitchen  
Monday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Tuesday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Wednesday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Thursday 11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  

Friday 11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m.  

Saturday 11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m.  

Sunday 11.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m.  

We shall be pleased to open the bar outside these hours subject to prior request.  

Bookings for the Dining Room may be made outside these hours subject to a  

minimum party size of 8 persons  

Please also note that the Bar will be open for additional hours when functions are  

held and for Festive Season Events  

The above opening hours will commence on Monday 6th October  
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Falkirk GC Pro Shop 
I would like to thank all members for your support throughout the season.  

I will always be the best price or worse scenario, price match!!!! 

There are a number of accounts that have credit in the shop and I would appreciate if you can contact me with 

any requests, preferably by email or on 07740 839424 and I will endeavour to source the products for you at 

the best price. Don't forget, your credit can also be used against any club repairs like regripping, etc, as winter 

is the best time to get this work done. 

Please also let me know if there are any particular products you would like to see in the shop. 

Winter clothing is available in the shop with many sale items. Christmas vouchers also available. 
Once again, thanks again for your support. 

 

Stewart Russell PGA Pro 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Affiliated Professional … Stewart Craig 
 

You can contact Stewart by email at stewartcraiggolfpro@gmail.com or at Forth View Golf Range 

Remember, Members are entitled to a discount at Forthview Golf Range. 

 

 

Bilyana Golf  
Watch this space for sponsored medals/events by Bilyana Golf experts in golfing holidays in Turkey. We are 

proud to be associated with Steve from Bilyana who has given a commitment for this season with hopefully a 

follow on in the future. Look out for their promotional literature in the clubhouse.” 
 

Play a James Braid Golf Club course. 
List of participating clubs with offers and information on taking advantage of them are on the notice board and 

website.  If anyone would like the full list emailed to them, please contact the Club Manager. 
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Alan Sellstrom 

Plumber & Heating 

Engineer 

mobile: 077741 72459 

e-mail: asellstrom@sky.com 

 

  

Thanks to all our Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship Packages are still available & can be tailored to suit the individual’s 

requirements, please contact The General Manager for details. 
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